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A SEARCH FOR PROP'S

The Ontawn Journal

‘A good keen bunch’

Ty JEAN SOUTITWORTH
Journal Arts Editer

“That was the best Improvl
sation you have done yet,"
actress Jeanifer Phipps told
an enthusiastic group of
young people seated on the
cnrpeted flar of a classroom
In Moy Rosary School,

She then devised a scene In
which one of the girls —
Diana Vajrajsl — had to
wearch frantically for a sum
of money which she presum-
ably had Wilden in o book bt
which in fact was elsewhere.
In the first inctance she her-
el Wi the money — actually
A dollar il — while the
athere closed their eyes.
Later on Miss Phipps "really
il 1t while Diana looked the
other way. The Idea was to
compoare the two perform-
ances

“you were pretly good, ac-
tually, " Miss Phipps told
Diana.

Andrea Winthrop then car-
Tied out the same assigninent
within a shorter Ume limit.

This all took place the other
afternoon ot the Ottawa

Summer ]ll‘()gl‘lllll

introduces students to all aspects of theatre

alo has taughtt them the
baskcs of drawing to scale
production

Classes  date have been
beld at Moly Rosary School
on Melrose Averue but opera
tlons ow are shifting to the
Land of the Young studio in
the Daly Buildiog In prepara-
ton for the production which
the group will present In the
thentre of the Ottawa Public
Library Aug. 02

It s 1o be a collage of Ca-
nadlan prose, poetry
song, st (n a Canadan atuc.
It will be directed by Mr
Zoretsk, and the students
will have a hand In e selec-
tion of material. They sm
will be rehearsing from elght
to 1) hours a day.

They have been olfering
suggestions for the stage
decor in Mr. Rocque's classes
and they now will be in-
troduced to the practcal
work of set construction. Mr.
Rocque pointed out that they
will have the rare experience
of ncting In a set which they
have designed themselves.

“Theso kids are great,” be
commented.

Keen on project

These students ook for articles which may be useful ne
props I the production which the Ottawa Voutheatre will
present Aug. 202 A Canadian attlc Is to be the AR, e tralning sesslon,
To the front, Teft to right, are Andrea Winthrop and DIAna —yjicly s been under way
Fagrasl. In the rear are Slan Willlams and Marlanne Bluchk. _snce June 0.
- = | Itis onc of four rcgional
programs sponsored by On-
tarlo Youtheatre, a non-profit
organlzation supported by the

And the students are just a5
enthusiastic about their in-
structors and toe project in

Youtheatre's third annual

general.

“[ took four years of
theatro arts In high school
and this has meant more !0
me,” said Jurls Strenge, who

EXERCISES CAN BE FUN
eh otbers’ anc of thelr classes. At the left Is director Peter Boreuskl.
s svemas g et Jennlfer Phipps loaks on at the right. (Journal-CP Photo)

urms after going through strenuous breathng exerclses at
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Kanata Theatre members

on acting courses

Four members of Kanata Theatre are
the summer altending full-time

theatre courses. Jim Holmes Is spending
six weeks at the Banff Centre School of
Fine Arts, and Diana Fajrajsl, Peter
Williams and Sian Williams are attending
an acting course in Ottawa sponsored by

independent organisation  which _is
designed to provide the finest professional
instruction to outstanding students in
various artistic disciplines. Jim Holmes,
who is on the acting course, will be
receiving Instruction in movement,
speech, voice and dance.

Al the Theatre Ontario course the
subfects are similar: voice, diction,
movement, breathing and some study of
theatre in Canada. This course is also six
weeks long, and is specifically for young
people in the 15 - 22 age range. One lesson
early on in the course was on how to laugh
properly — there is even a correct way lo
do that! The director in charge of the
course is Peter Baretski.

In addition to this, Kanata Theatre has
been awarded a grant by Theatre Ontario
to conduct training workshops for its
members. Topics to be covered are acting,

Ontario ministry of culture
and recreation.

Ottawa's Land of the Young
Is associated with tho project
this year and the co-artistic
directors of that group —
Allen Mughes and  Deirdre
Kirby Hughes — are actively
involved. Mr. Hughes is
chalrman of the regional
committee and Mrs. Hughes
is o member of the teaching
staff and administrator.

Boretski director

For the third year in a row
Peter Boretski is artistic
director of the Ottawa Youth-
catre. Mr. Doretski, n well-
known theatre personality,
has taught at Brock Universi-
ty for the past two years.

ifer Phipps, his wife, is
a regular member of the
staff, aloog with Mrs.
| Hughes, Judith Colpman

KANATA

Brown and Claude Rocque,
technlcal director.
All-round Introduction

Mr. Boretski said the objec-
tive Is 1o give the students an
all-round introduction to
theatre. In addition o provid-
ing valunble basic training,
the program gives them an
opportunity to assess their po-
fential as regards a career in

theatre.

“In fact I would like to dis-
courage those who are not
qualified for it," the director
remarked.

For the past four weeks
classes have been running
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Mon-
day to Friday and attendance
has been excellent. There now
are 16 students, several hav-
ing dropped out for unavoid-
able reasons.

Review

Watch out N.A.C.

17-7-

“This is a good keen bunch.

They're interested in every
course,” Mr. Boretski report-
ed.

In his own classes he has
dealt with subjects such as
voice production, acting ‘tech-
niques and the history of
theatre.

Miss Phipps has been par-
ticularly concerned with
speech production.

[ am very, very thrilled
with this year's voices. They
have developed fantastically,”
she declared.

Miss Phipps is a member of
the company which performs
at Toronto’s St. Lawrence
Centre and she has played in
Ottawa on numerous oc-
casions. Just before beginning
her present assignment she
was seen at the National Arts

75

Centre in the Toranto produc-
tion of Trelawny of the Wells.

Professional orfentation

Mrs. Hughes has been giv-
ing a course described as
“professional orientation.”
This has involved making the
students aware of the Canadi-
an theatre sceac.

Judith Colpman Brown has
been conducting daily classes
in movement. She explained
that at the beginning she
spent a lot of time teaching
the students to relax. More
rocently they have responded
to music and she hopes they
soon will be responding to
their own sounds.

Judith at one time was a
member of the National Bal-
Jet of Canada. She has made
her home in Ottawa since
1969, From 1964 to 1969 she

lived in Morocco and Tunicla
and during the winter of 1973
she spent some time in Mali.
Consequently she has i
troduced the students to Afri-
can rhythms.

Her classes have been [ol-
lowed by sessions on the tech-
nical aspects of theatre con-
ducted by Claude Rocque,
who formerly worked at the
National Arts Centre and
moro recently was production
‘manager and resident design-
er at the Sudbury Theatre
Centre. *

Mr. Rocque has given the
students instruction in
behind-the-scenes aspects of
theatre such as the function
of the stage manager, how a
desigrer begins his work, and
how one notes techmcal prob-
Jems when reading a play. He

would like to be a nightclub
entertainer.

Others made similar com-
ments acd it was agreed that
the youtbeatre program #as
moro beneficial than school
instruction because everyone
in the group was ‘serious
about it and it was taken on
a voluntary basis.

“You want to come €veTy
single day,” Andrea Winthrop
remarked, and Hendrk
Hymans of Almonte, who is
interested in dirccting, adéed
that be doesn't kmow what 10
do with himself on geekends.

Mrs. Hughes paloted out
that the regional committee
would like to see the Ottawa
Youtbeatro continue as a
year-round undertaking. When
<he asked the students If they
felt the same way the unani-
‘mous reply was “Oh yes!”

6T7AWA  CiTIZEN
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Four members of Kanata
‘Theatre are spending the summer
attending full-time  theatre
courses. Jim Holmes is spending
six weeks at the Ban(f Centre
School of Fine Arts. and Diana
Fayrajsl. Peter Williams and Sian
Williams are attending an acting
course in Ottawa spansared by
Theatre Ontario

The Banf( Centre Of Fine Arts
is independent organization
which is designed to provide the
finest professional instruction to
outstanding students in various
artistie disciplines. Jim Holmes.

who is on the acting course. will
be receiving instruction in move-
ment. speech. voice and dance

AU the Theatre Ontario couse
the subjects are similar- voice .
diction. movement. breathing and
some study of threatre in Canada
This course is also six weeks long.
and is specifically for young peo-
ple in the 1522 age range. One
lesson early on in the couse was
on how to laugh properly - Uhere
cven a correct way to do (hat !
The dircctor in_charge of the
course is Peter Baretski.

In addition to this, Kanata

Theatre has been awarded a grant
By Theatre Ontario to conduct
training workshops for its
members. topics to be covered
are acting. stage management,
Set design and lighting. These
courses. which will be held
throughout the next season, will
have instructors or directors
dgrawn from the professional
theatre.

Allthis instruction is going to

come _better than ever. Watch
out NAC!

£-8275

stage management, set design and
lighting. These courses, which will be held _a .
throughout the next season, will have i b % S
instructors or directors drawn from the |
professional theatre.

All this instruction is going to ensure
that the quality of the plays presented by
Kanata Theatre will continue to rise and
become better than ever. Watch out NAC!

1

TKWATA  STANDARD
Local youth #-%75

in Ottawa play

The Ottawa Youtheatre has begun
rehearsals for its annual summer
production. The troupe began its season
with an Introductory program using
professionals to acquaint students with
various aspects of theatre and production.
Sessions began with lessons early In July

2 when applicants were auditioned for ac-
ceptance to the company.

‘Three members of Kanata Theatre are
presently involved: Sian Williams. Peter
Willlams, and Diana Fajrajsl.

Peter Boretskl Is the artistic director;
other teachers Include Deirdre Kirby

which will be used in the produc- Hughes, Jennifer Phipps, Claude Rocque
and Judith Colpman Brown. With their

tion in which the students take an
actwe role with the teachers. comblned knowledge and experience

Area youth KAWATA ~ ReView 14 -8-75

Kanata youths join Ottawa theatre

The Ottawa Youtheatre  h K;
| aws as  Kanata Theatre are presently in-
:*Eun rehearsals for its 3rd _an- valved S \|III:ms. Peter
summer production. The  Williams. and Diana Fajrajs)

began its season with an n-
trodu program using
professianals to acquait students
with various aspects of theatre
and production. ons_began
carly in July when applicants

Peter Boretski 1s the artistic
director. other teachers include
Deirdre Kirby Hughes. Jennifer
Phipps. Claude Rocque and Judith
Colpman Brown. With their com-
bined knowledge and experience

The production will be a collee-
tion of Canadian prose. poelry a
song 10 be presented Aug. 20, 21
and 22nd. al the Otawa Public
Library Theatre (Laurier. and

teachers.
The production will be a collection of

Nicol of the Mounted

Diana Fajrajsl and Wilson Gonzalez rehearse the skit Nicol of

Cinzea photo

the Mounted one of the selections from Canadian prose and

were auditioned (o0 icceplance to

ludents’ wy a
e sutitioned o sceplanee o sludents were abl o gain some

Melcalle) i
Insight and practical experience calfer. Curlain tme IS al 8 Canadian prose, poetry and song

1 | o be
aclock and the admission is free | presented August 20, 21 and 2nd, at the
| Ottawa Public Library Theatre (Laurier

Metcalfe). Curtain time is at 8 'clock

poetry to be presented in revue by the Ottawa Youtheatre from
Aug. 20 to 22 at the Ottawa Public Library theatre at 8 p.m.
This is the third year the Youtheatre has offcred professional
assistance to students in theatrs and production. This year's
company has 15 members, under the direction of Peter Borestski
and includes the following teachers: Jennifer Phipps, Claude
Rocque, Judith Colpman Brown and Deidre Kirby Hughes.
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Kanata Theatre Group

A neason for all men and women

Kanata Thentre's forthcoming avmson of
playa b beon doalyned to offer nomething
lo ovoryone. e four prodhietiona includo
Awo doublo-billa, twia thero In n tolal of wlx
plays. Three of o productions wiil ba
comedion, Including one of the double-
Dllln; e fourth wllrmmhlnn comedy nnd
tragedy In ono ovoning,

Tho openng production, directed by Jim
1lughon, will bo the (Irat performanico In
ho Otlawn nron of two playn by the con-
tomporary  Dritlsh  playwright  Tom
Stoppard. ‘Tho Iteal fuapector Hound wnd
Aftor Mugrlito aro flondishly clover one-
act comedlion somowhat [n the tradition of
tho Thoatre of tho Abaurd. “Hound" |,
amony othor Uiingw, & sond-up of Agathn
Dlrlluu‘l ‘The Mousetrap, a pluay recontly
produced In Ollnr« lIl)’ Il:mw ||Il‘l¢rc'ml

ps. Approprintoly e cant  for
‘I"I‘;n:ll.llld" 'fr'.en':m-. Kanata  Theatro
membors who neled Incach of thoso
productiona,

“Magritto' domonstentea tho thinness of
Uhe divislon botweon reason ard Innnll(,
A man I hipwadors blowling on o light

kol hanging from
colllng, n woran recl'alig on an tronlng
board,  bllnd, um—luﬂuul football player
careylng a tortolne — theso are somo of the
Ingredionts In thin cruny, yot atrangoly
lopleal little oxorelse,

As did Stoppard's bost known work,
Rosenceants wnd Gulldonatorn nro Doad,
both Hound and Magritte trent with
comedy tho problom of human ldontity,
The mossago (8 that lifo connlats of par-
tclpunty wnd spectators, but o diatine
cllon botween the two I not ofton obvivus,
And Tman belngs, in thole strugile with
that distinetion, are more often funny an
tragle

rooke Kenoford I direeting the second
play of the scason — 'The Lave of Four
Colonoly — by Potor Ustinov. This play ls
romplng comedy and an  Intelloctunl
charade spleed with the beand of gentle
satireof which Ustinoy ls n Master,

The play In sel In post-war Germany;
four Colonels of the occupylng forces —
French, Russlon, Amerlean md English -
meet dully to bicker and tendo nsults
Events being them to n falry tlo sleeping

bonuty, ani ench of the Colonoln mees hor
on hinawn: partlonlar Ideal. ‘Me Fron.
chman aven her un an olghtoonth century
lnwa of tho boulovards; e Russlan o 1
Owxhairesd figure out of Chokov) the
Eoglltman —an somoono  vieglnall
Lliznbothuny il the Amarican nn w Mol|
i an alknlght dive. Each haa o chiunce to
wako hor und to elalm hor, and tholr at.
lum\m 10 o #o provido somu of the comle
Ighlighta of tho play.

Antlono by Anowllh, and Love's the
Dot Doctor by Mollore, uroe tho third
prosontatlon of tho scwnon; both mro
diroctod by Ron Mualin, Antlgono x Jean
Anoulli's voralon o hoclea' tragedy of
the 0th contury B,C. Tho play wan first
produced In- Parly In 142 whon the
torrorinm of dictutorship was n fact of
tuly life. Antigone's roalstanco to the
King, hor wiclo, had an emotlonal
Mlgnificance Lo the peoplo of Parls which (a
only alightly diminlshiod today, Anoullly
mn{ be boat known for hin comedion, but In
Antlgono hio clalma n roal placo nmony
manters of the modern Fronch theatre,

Uy contrant, Molioro deacribed Love's
tlw Bont Doctor na *only u sketel, n moro
Impromptu ., commisaloned, writton,
rohoursed and performed all within flve
tnya." In Mollore'n duy, comman of tho
King woro not takon lghtly, Ita production
un tho wime bl wa Anflgono ochoos
pattorn of tho clasleal thontro whon
eagody oand comedy wore  comblnod
withln a alnglo presentation,

Mave Over Mra, Mackhum, th luat plny
Of the snan, wis writton by Ray Coonoy
and Jolin Chapman, and In directod by
Mhurlco Dubras, Tiis 1s an unnbnshod
bodroom furco, mqlnln with orrant wivos,
roturning husbands, mistakon (dontities,
frantle roconcooting of plana gono awry,
and, of courso, yirls. Thin play recolved
excollent raviows In London for exarmplo;
I I’N’lln "'A rlot — the lnughtor hit of
e {\II\I" * Mhe Thnos " Renches splondid
helghts of tunacy," Punch “So funny tht It
Turts.” Dafly Expeoss “Naughty nansenso
oty grentor

Sonson tekots for Uieso Ylnyn will bo on
salo soan, they will be nvalluble tram uny
member —of  Kanata  Thoatro,  Four
ovenlngs of entortnlimont for unly $6,00
teuly 1Uwill bo ono of the bargalna of the
year,

KAvAA  Review
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Kanata Theatre
seeks new members

Kanata Theatre (s about to em
hark on U cighth season  Av
manv peaple already know. (hey
have bulltup a reputation in the
Ottawn area for very high quality
productions The start of a new
eason |s

vou are nol) why nol ko long to
the General Meeting on
September 7 for the kiek off 1o the

076 season®

Nou mayv be asking voursell
what's I amateur theatre for
wme Members of Kanata
Theatre can name three hings
the first i the satisfaction and
enjovment of setlng Many of the
poople who appear on stage In

Kanala lad never acted before

they Jotnved Kanata Theatre

Second everybindy enjovs einy
tovolved on the backstoge shile
alive produetion. whether 1 e in

Revie w
Kanatas  20-9-75

Theatre Seats

Kanata Theatre In about (0 om
ek an s elghth season,  As
muny people already knnw, hey
have bulltup a reputation in the
Ottawa area for very high quality
productions, The start of o new
seaxun Is a good time Lo Joln, so (f
You are new o the nren tar even if
You are not) why not go alung to
ihe Genernl Mecting on
Nleh-nﬂx-r 7 for the kick-off o the
/70 xeason?

ou may be asking yoursell
“what's I amatear Uieatre for
me?" . Members of Kanata
Theatre can mame three things
the first s the satisfaction and
enjoyment of acting. Many of the
peojile who appear on stage in

anata had nover acted before
they Joined Kanata Theatre

ccond, everybody enjoys belng
Involved on the backstage side of
altve production, whether it bo in
sound, Tighls, costumes, props,
sel design, (ickets, (ront of house.
publicity ete. Again lack of ex
perience s no drawback, almost
AIE the members learnt tiese jubs
by working with people who do
know. A number of workshops are
planned for this year dealing with
many aspects of the theatre - all
free to members of Kanata
tre

nd benefit Is simple - you
e lots of new friengs, ol
living in this area
Why not come along to the Com-
munity Cenlre 4t 8 00 pm on Sun.
day 7 Seplember, meet Kanata
. ask questians,
and who knows - you may find
voursell Involved in-the first play
e scason 11 you have any
questions befare the meeting you
can call Barrie Kirk on 502.3705
any evening between 5,00 and 7.00

sound. lights costumes

sel design. (ickets. front of
publieity ete Again lack
perience I8 no drawback

all the members Irarnt (hese
by working with people who il
Know A number of workshops afe
planned for this vear dealing with
many aspects of the theatre  all
are free (0 members of Kanata
Meatre

The third benelit s simple  vou
will make lots of new (rends all
i i this area

WIY Dot come along to the Com
ity Contre at # 00 pm on Sun.
day 7 Seplember meet Kanata
Theatre members. ask questions
and who knows — vou may find
voursell involved in e est pliy
ol e seasan 1 vou hay
lans before the meeting
can call Harrie Kirk on
WY evening between s W and 7
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Kanata Theatre:

New members welcome

Kanata Meatre is nbout to ombark on Its
olghth seuson. As muny peoplo alrendy
w, they have bullt up a reputation In
the Otlawa urea for very high quality
productions. The start of a new season ls n
4ood tmo 10 Joln, sa If you are new to the
area (or even If you are not) why not go
ulong to the Genaral Meeting on Sep-
tember 7 for the kick-ff to the 7570
season?

You may be asking yoursell “what's In
amateur (heatre for mo?"'. Members of
Kanata Theatre can name three things:
the first Is the salisfaction and enjoyment
of acting. Many of the peoplo wh- uppear
on stage In Kanata had never acted befare
they joined Kunala Theatre,

Second, everybody enjoys being In-
volved on the backstage side of o live
productlon, whether It be In sound, Ughts,
coslumes, props, set deslgn, tickets, front-
ol-house, publicity etc. Agan lack of ex.
perlence Is no drawback, nlmost all the
members learnt these Jobs by working
with people who do knaw. A number of
workshops are planned for this year
dealing with many aspects of the theatre
— all aro frec lo members of Kanata
Theatre.

The third benefit Is simple — you wiil
make lots of new [riends, all living in this
area.

Why not come along to the Community
Centre al 8.00 pm on Sunday 7 September,
meel Kanota - Theatre members, ask
questions, and who knows — you may find
yourself Involved In the first play of the
season. If you have any questions before
the meeting you can call Barrie Kirk on
592205 any evening between 5.00 and 7,00,
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