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A Christmas Carol 
There's plenty of Chrintmus spirit around the Kanata Theatre right 
now as the company rclhcarscs its production of that old favorite, A 
Christnas Carot. Maurice Dubran dirccts Shaun Sutton's adapta 
lion of Charlen Dickens' classlc, which features Laurence Thornton, 
lcfi, an Scroogc, Anne Horsey as Tiny m,and De Wu 

for the produetion wbich runs from Dec. 14 to 17 at the Earl of 
March ligb School with performances cach night at 8 p.m. and a matince on Saturday at 2 p.m. Others in the cast include John Gil. 
Mland as Bob Cralchit, Carl Anthony, Marley's Ghost, Marg 
Antlony, Pat Carroll 
itn, and students Irom 

f Danas Spir. 
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from tho HOry by 
Chrles Diekens 

kanata 
theatre 

nlnth 0ABOn 
1977 1978 

A, 
Kunotu theete 

"tCIinlmus uture 

Buking 'urts, lon olland, Brads Stnnun, Itu s, brn 
Koetord, (hrin tobliwA, Klnir ryant, jutan Willatts, ln) Wls, 

Murray lnye,"Aelle Marlin il wèatet 
Ieverley Wikirnvzn, Cheryl Kalgt, Janet Maslin. 

Spiril: laela Far1ner, Jleaher HIJ, Gwen Matew 
Marvot Jesk, HuyZarne, Caple, Michelle (han, Bartara 

Gorsulves, Jenniler Ilyvi1nan, Andrea Ioss, LArda Batertn, (Auta 

O uamerlolrmes Mary Mauger, Marianne Wilkiran, 
Shirley Wenteinde, Sally RoBse, Joan MelaugYlin, Pat Carrol, Ted 

Bpirity: 

unlon Masila, Liyhting: BlI WIllarns. 
(Includiny he productlon erew he play involves over 0 nerners). 
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Humbug! to imitation 
Ùf A Christmas Carol 

By Betly SwimmingS 
Kanuta Thealre's presentation of A 

mas Corol la pale imitation of 
I's u pity t00 be 

huving d 
Christnas carol us lts production the 
ond weck before Chrlsimas was so lo-

io the Ceve becn a good lend 

Dut Wedneaday nighu's arforuunee 
the Earl of March High Schol was 
uneven, (rustrating oxperlence. ucntion lo detall was perfect as he 

Cues bungled, crew clumsy mance of Pezziwig reatving himlto 
he lghting dues were bungled, the leave hin offlce and make his way home 
ktago erow way Ineredlbly eunsy lo his annval Chrintmas party. li wus A 

iow Th ming wus painully norugny enjoyable presontalion. 
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Suhie of the blante onn bo placed on 
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he h ely hol a good ne 

uwn belng in well ktw im-hearte 

ies in alr play el altl oplete 

Mlhw wht , ral 

run around chasing cach other 

really not entertainmcnt. on helplcssly is 

IL wasn't all a disaster though. Ron 

Maslin's els were, as usual, apt and 
ractical. (He uscd a sories of well-de 

mro heip change the 
And Dewi Willams Was uneh 

that charming old gentlcman, Mr. Fez 
ziwg. istiming wus impeccable und 

rcen 
their anall parts Just the rlght dogree of 
dlgnity and humor nceded in the roles 
Scrooge not mean enoueh 

As Seroogo, Laurence Thornton 
yueezed every bit of meannen and crus 
thnem he ould muster into hls rule, but 

lo De, Ile was uch lure hebl 
the eud of the play an the mgnanimons, 

lvlal velorel sinner Iet on nghtng 

ileal t wotk g Iled shorteing, the 

hatunlat atehl 

Ired hore and lookol r Mo, aN the to chariah 
lve lined ahother weck for rehearsals. 



er outdh ws slormy. 
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A CRISTMAS C¢ROL, e at 
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slorpines und what an 
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A Christmas Carol 
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evenlng for the 

Te Charles Dickens dlassle is 
r to every u grup and 

un aualr Uraking lor 
lowever, on WelneylN h big 

anginy: md 
Dubr us did 

Name delighuul umo Uiere were 

who reforms overniet into 

Laurenee Thornton, as Ebenczer 
his rale ly bellevatble in 

Kener ous kind person. 
Brenda Robinson and br 

Take a stralghtforward il 
Win theatrical Irrelevanclesnd load it 

enire un: Tha's ollapses 
opening performane ppened at last night's 

Kanata Theatre company bas Carol by the 
aural trck under an onslaughi of wis 
kind of cuheslon 

monR aws were a cholr which marchud 
Nongs, whe he slage singing Intislve 
with a variety of sondp staged the ncturs 
used In nost Mollywxod eples. louder than those 

el s play imraved 
undertakly Ws 4 

CN were olt, tining wasre. Ilowever, it sel the t 
Jeeted to bvuckstece was sub 

clattering. 

were lovrly, adding just he rlght 
er portrayals. 

Bob Cratchit. (atherofT 

audienc 

And Dewi Willams was char 
presentation His mune 
his office and travelline b 

Director's self-indulgence hurts Carol' 

Crrlge was perlectly timed and 
cnjoyed by he 
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Ierd SelkueJulln Laun 
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) witth their entrancex 

mos cast und crew, oar thunks 
happy Crlsus 
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eblame can be laced on director Maurice 
tempt lo be lnventi ell-Indulgent at. 
Iraditlonal story can be intereCerlalnly a 
hna qulros a convicton ande modern 

As the sh productlon, 

children arguing until their ned o three 
wm by prumising to relate ho ves lo 
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Kroen llght and carrvinu he ure bathed in 
na now wolgh him down, owl N past sins 
hls arrival ls soa ne Tact that the timis 
what contronts hlm. ihe sn Ncroogo eallzes s laughatble rather 

ency 

Even the spirit of Christmas Pres prlate constdei red Sana suurns out to 
"about to de ne lines he utter 

I'sa perlect exampl to lgnore his script for the sake of a hghly dubtous 
Nevertheless, the acting is cnmpetent, If uneven. Rut annoyingly, the audlence 

shifting seonmnllonal core of nly dis 

the Raltle of Dunkiry Rhting plot thal resembles 
A Christmas Cao 

March Hgh School un 
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Know 

Kanata Theand drama vdto 
Christmas Carol is Psentation of 
(he old Charles Dickens lion of 

CPy too, because having 4 
second wcdk beforproduction the 
gical and should have been a snod 
in to the festive season. 
t the Far ay ght's performance 

un uneven, frustrating experien 

Cues bungled, crew clumsy The lighting cues wer. 
buckstage crew was incredibl 
and noisy, and the timing was Dainfully 
a tired he ucion plodded along like 

School was 

This was particularly annoying when 
nahleaata Theatre company 
Some of the blame can be placed on 

Shaun Sutton's adaplation of the Di. 
Ckens story. It is really not a good one. 
and his reformationt 
human being is well know. 

eroog d-heartcd 

have used another wect orouldsthe two charitable ladies, gave 

but sutton can't seem lo make up his 
sion u musical or a dra s ver 

is a mishmash of songs. dances and dra 

Small ry run a 

Drdering on melodrama. A most 
Director Maurice Dubras didn't heip 
matters much cither because he alowWed 
the pace lo drag by using too many 
thing to the story. n bellet aua a 
before the spirits visit Scrooge which 

s entircly unneccssary, and letting the 
completc 
I bUsincSS 

while the adul casing ach otbee 
really not entertainment. helplesly is 

IL wasn't all a disaster though, Ror 
nraeticere, as usual, apt and 
signed backdropric of well-de. 
numerous scenes as quickly ahe 

And Dewi Williams was superb as 
iiu"g old gentleman, Mr. Fez 
his attention to detaimpeccable and 
gave a particularly ine mime 

ezlwig readying himself to 
to his annual Christ hus way home 
horoughly enjoyable presentation. was a 

And Brenda Robinson and Doreen 

dignity and humor e e right degree of 

Scrooge not mean enough 
As Scr 

the 

saureted eveence Thornton 
tiness he could muster into his role ht 
e stil couldn't look as unplcasant as 
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A ChrifCommitted 

nata's better efforts 1t aineo Ka 
deal of work-songs need shortening. the 
hee to be tightened up, (at 
wandering about the stage) and thec 
needs to spend more time on their linet 

the ral t didnt choose to do 
musical version to someane dre the 

A Christnas Carol continues at the ly out of hand with 
going on much too long. 
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of this director's tendency nlght of fancy 

the end of the play as the mae at 
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KNOW YOUR NEIGHBOUR 
(This article appears by Courtesy of Computel Systems Ltd.) 

"Bah, hunbug!" These words 
have been associated with people 
who try to put a damper on the 
Christmas spirit since the days 
when Dickens first put them on 
paper in the nineteenth century. 
But, when you hear Lawrence 
Thornton grumbling them as 
Serooge in the Kanata Theatre's 
upcoming production of "A 
Christmas Carol" make 
mistake: he is loving every minute 
of it. Ever since his amateur debut 

with the St. John the Evangelist 
Players in Montreal as a young lad 
of seven, acting has been one of the 
passions of his life 

Lawrence was born in West 
mount, Quebec and received his 
education at Westhill High School. 
When he turned sixteen, he quit 
school and, like so many others in 
the thirties, began to look for a way 
to contribute to the family income. 

His first job was as an office boy 
for Eatons, delivering mail 
throughout the city. Later he 
worked for Bepco Canada, a 
company which imported major 
electrical equipment. 

Throughout years, 
Lawrence ehad two main interests: 

Boy Scouts and acting. Lawrence 
had been a Wolf Cub since he was 
eight and had remained active in 
scouting. At sixteen, he and some 
pals went to the sluns of St Henri 
to run a cub pack there. Every 
sunmer, he went to Scout camp in 
the Laurentians. 

His involverment in drama was 
instigated b his mother. 

Originally from France, Mrs 
Thornton had a natural talent for 
drarma, but had not been allowed 
by her pare nts to o go on the stage. 

Af ter her marriage, she joined an 
arnateur church group, the St John 
the Evangelist Players. Naturally, 
Lawrence and his sister were cast 
in roles whenever hey were 

In high school, Lawrence had 
discovered Shakespeare, and at 
sixteen, he went to study in the 
Montreal Repertory Theatre 
School, under the direction of 
Eleanor Stewart. By this time, he 
was seriously professionahng of trying 

. He acte 
whenever and wherever he could, 
but the war broke out and, instead, 
he joined the arny. 

After deciding to go into the 
Royal Canadian Signals, he went to 
England for Officer Training the 
following year. Lawrence 

rermembers vividly his passing out 

Another significant event of the 
time for Lawrence occurred while 
visiting relatives in England. One 
of their friends, Heather was 
visiting at the same time. She was 
a native of London and worked as a 
radar operator. They started 
dating and, six months later in 
June of 1943, were married. The 
war was still on, however, and for 
the first three years of their 
Imarriage, the Thorntons lived 
apart, visiting on weekends and 
seven day leaves, granted every 
three months. 

Lawrence was then transterred 

to Northwest Europe for signal 
security work. When the war en 
ded, he was still in Holand and 
remained there until Septernber. 
By the end of November, he was 
back in Canada, but Heather could 
not join him until May 1946. She 
had never been to Canada before, 
but gamely crossed the Atlantic on 
a tanker with the other war brides 
and took n her husband. 

e train from Halifax to 
Montreal 

Lawrence was determined to 

in Sir George Williams College to 
complete his junior matriculation. 
After graduation, he and Heather 
moved to Kingston where he at-

teno this Que ueen's University. It was 
also at that he Finally 
relegated acting to a hobby. not a 
profession. It wasa risky business, 

Lawrence enjoyed university 
and, in his spare time, worked with 
the COTC training officer cadets 
(at the rank of Captain) and acting 
with the Queen's Drama Guild. 

One of the big thrills that year for 
Lawrence was being selected by 
Robertson Davies' for a part in his 
play "Fortune, My Foe". Another 
boost carne when he was asked by 
the head of the English Depart-
ment to teach English to 
Engineering Students. Lawrence 
accepted the challenge, urging the 
students to regard English as he 
most practical course they would 
take in their carcer theorized 
that once the engineers were in the 
field, they would have to sell their 
concepts to non-technical people 
and, in his way,a cornnand of the 
English language ws essential. 

The assignment was a success 
and for a túme, Lawrence con 
sidered teaching as a career. It 
was 1951, however, and the job 
situation most depressing. 
Veterans were pouring out on the 
job market and graduate schools 
overrowded. PhD's were looking 

Lawrence began to toy with the 
idea of returning to the arny on a 
full-tirne basis. He decided that if 
he could retain his rank of Captain 
(he had left the Ariny at the end of 
the war a Lieutenant), he would 
stay Administration, however, 
decided against this, claiming it 
would be "setting a precedent". 

On the advice of a professor, 
Lawrence next tried some corm 
petitions for employrment i in 
civil service. He was hired as a 
personnel selection officer with the 
Civil Service Commission in 
Ottawa, commencing August 1952. 

Due to the desperate housing 
shortage at this time, Lawrence 
journeyed to Ottawa alone to look 
for accommodation. After three or 

ke in despera four weeks. i eration, he put 
an advertisement in the 
newspaper. Two calls were 
received, and the Thorntons moved 
into a home on the Mountain Road. 

Their new home was thirteen 
miles out of the city and very 
isolated in winter. The Thornton's 
eldest daughter, Sandra, attended 
the local one-room school. Neil and 
Kim, born the year before, stayed 

Lawrence enjoyed his new work 
and decided to fill his spare time by 
getting back into amateur theatre. 
He was cast in the role of the father 
in Father of the Bride" with the 
Ottawa Little Theatre. However, 
the Civil Service Comrmission sent 

him out on an assignment to 

by Connie Monk 

Regina for a month, forcing him to 
give up the role. By this time, the 
Family (including Jennifer, born in 
1954) was living in the Glebe. They 
remained at home, while 
Lawrence left for Regina. 
He onioved this new experience 
He enj in the field. When a Regional 

Director's position became 
available in Halifax, Lawrence 
applied. He was successful, and 
became one of the first to make the 
move from headquarters to the 

Lawrence was now Regional 
Director for Nova Scotia and 
Prince Edward Island. He loved 
the work. It was challenging and 
allowed him to travel regularly 
throughout his territory. One of the 
best parts of the job, according to 
Lawrence, was the fact that the 
boss was 5,000 miles away 

In 1961, another regional 
directorship became available in 
Edrnonton. Again, Lawrence was 
successful, and the family moved 
west. His new Alberta ta territory 
was stretched from Cardston, near 
the American border, to the Arctic 
Cirde. The Thorntons liked 
Edmonton except that it was 
distant from other cities and, as 
Lawrence describes it: "very cold 
for a very long time in the winter." 

The Thorntons remained in 
Edmonton for five years, until 
Lawrence was asked by 

headquarters to be the director of 
personnel, finance and ad 
ministration for the Treasury 
Board. 

Lawrence made the move back 
Otta wa in January of 1966, 

leaving he farmily in Edmonton to 
allow children to finish the school 
year 

to 

In May, Heather joined her 
husband in Ottawa to search for a 
home. By chance, they would up a 
hectic tour of model homes in 
Kanala, grabbing all the brochures 
available. Lawrence had visited 
the area once before, but had 
dismissed it as"lo0 rural" for 
Heather. 

This time, however, both were 
very inpressed, particularly with 
Kanata's spaci eiousness. Thev 
returned every day for a week, and 
talked colleagues of Lawrence's 
who lived there. In July, the 
Thorntons moved into 20 Kingsford 
Crescent, one of the first families 

December 9, 1977 -' 
newspapers always send critics 
out. How does Lawrence feel about 
them? He is annoyed when reviews 
of the same play on the same night 
differ greatly, but admits that one 
inevitably rushes out to read them. 

Heather soon becarne involved in 
litrary work and, once again, 
Lawrence found himself in 
amaleur theatre. The Thornton 
children had discovered an in 
teresting advertisement in the then 
mimeographed Kanata Standard 
and brought it to their lather's 
attention. The ad had been placed 
by Mary Mauger and invited 
anyone interested in drama to 
meet for a play reading at her 
house. Lawrence soon became a 
regular. 

Lawrence now works with 
Consurner and Corporate Affairs 
as Senior Personnel Advisor (he 
has been with them for eight 
years) and enjoys it. The family is 
all out on their own now and, last 
year, Heather and Lawrence 

decided to look for a one-storey 
home. They learned that the 
owners of a home they admired on 
Leacock Drive were looking for a 
bigger home just like the Thorn 
ton's. On November 20, 1976, the 

swanDed homes. two families sw 
Fortunately for the community 

(particularly the library and the 
Kanata Theatre), the Thorntons 
plan to stay in Kanata. When asked 
if he has ever regretted not going 
into professional the a tre, 
Lawrence does not hesitate for a 
moment. It is one of his first loves, 
but will always be just a hobby. 

At first, the group consisted of 
only twelve to eighteen mermbers. 
The first spring, they put on two 
one-act plays, one of which was 
directed by Lawrence. The second 
season, it was three one-act plays 
and the next year they presented a 
three-act production. 

Asked whether he prefers acting 
to directing, Lawrence pauses 
normentarily. Always up for a 
challenge, he regards directing as 
a lot of hard work, but very in 
teresting. Acting has been part of 
his 1or a long tine, however, 
and concludes : "I'm happy on 
stage. I thoroughly enjoy it and I'm 

With the rising popularity of the 
Kanata Theatre, the CBC and the 

available. 

parade, on D-Day. 

continue his education and enrolled 

and now he had not only a wife. but 
daughter Sandra to think of. 

for teaching jobs in high schools. 

home with Heather. 

field, instead of vice versa. 

on the block. 

keen tw get out on stage." 
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