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THE LIVELY ARTS

—Cltlsen photo

A Christmas Carol

: “hri i ight
There's plenty of Chrintmay spirit around the Kanata Tllcuucvr
now an the company rehenrses its production of that old I"uvornc. A
Christmas Carol. Maurice Dubran dirccts Shaun Sutton's adapta-
tion of Charles Dickens' clasic, which features Laurence Thornton,

lef, an Scrooge, Anne Horey as Tiny Tim, and Dewi Williams as
Ieznwig, in the 60-member cast. Ron Maslin has designed {hc set
for the production which runs from Dec. 14 to 17 at the Earl of
March High School with performances cach nlghlv at 8 p.m. :md‘u
mitinee on Saturday at 2 p.m. Others in the cast |{|cludc John Gil-
land as Bob Cratchit, Carl Anthony, Marley's Ghost, Ma.rg
Anthony, Pat Carroll und Connie McLeese as the Chr (mis Spir-
itn, and studenty from the Julia I.tlmpc!llic?ool of I)nncmgﬁ.m
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o arty T Valland, Bread Sudaesom, estesns Vo, Visitr
%5.1751.’.’51'”.”,. b, K)o eyint, J0tan Willases, Lwm) //,‘1’/.13,‘_
Murray fluyen, bty Franet, Suy tuith, Gail Mgt 1ty
Mcknchran, Mike Farrell, Bephen Jores, Agellle artn, tisil $02atess,
Vaveerley Wilkluzan, Chery) Knlght, Janet iashin

Spiritn: Pl Farmer, Heather WL, Goen Maghoon )
Stroet Urehinn: Maryp s, Sozanne, Caple, Michells i, rtars
Gonwalven, Jennifer Hyndman, Andrea Tss, Linda Sabsrtn, (Suderts
of Julli Lamperd School of Dancing). .
Carol Sinyers; Mary Holmes, Mary Mauger, Marianne Wilkinssm,
Shirley Wenteinde, Sally Rose, Joan Mclaughlin, Pat Carroll, Ted
Mauper, lob Wilkinson.
Set Denlin: Ron Maslin, Lighting: Bl Willaras.
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By Betly Swimmings

| Anistant muric and drama ediior
| Kanuta Theatre's presentation of A

hristmas Carol Is w pale imitation of
Ui old Charles Dickens clussic.
IU's 0 pity 100, because having 4
tistmas Carol us s production the
MFond week before Chrlstmas wan 50 lo-
idpal wnd hould have been o #ood leng-
Iff 1o the feative wouson,
Dut Wodnosduy night's performunce
[the Ll of Mareh High School was
wnoven, frustrating oxperience.
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Albw. The production Ehulxlml along like

- Humbug! to imitation
f A Christmas Carol

small fry run around chasing each other
while the adults look on helplessly is
really not entertainment.

1t wasn't all o disaster though. Ron
Maslin's sots were, us usual, apt and
pructicul. (He used n serles of well-de-
signed buckdraps 1o help change the
fAumerous sconcs as quickly us possible.)

And Dewi Williams was auperb as
that charming old gentleman, Mr. Fez-
siwlg. Mis timing was impeceable and
hix attention to detall was perfect us he
Bove o particularly fine mime perfor-
mance of Fozziwlg readying himsell 1o
leave hi office and make his way home
10 his annual Christmas party. It was o
thoranghly enjoyable presontation

And Drenda Robinson and Doreen
Now, ax the two charitable ladiey, Rave
tholr amall pari Just the right dogree of
dignity and humor weeded in the roles

Scrooge not mean enough

Av Scrooge, Laurence Tharnton
wqueered every bit of meanness and crus
Unew he could muster it his role, e
It coulin't look as wnpleanant as
the wiserable ol skinfline wan spposed
0 b He was much more behievable at
the el of the play av the wagnanimon.
Jovial reformed sinner bent on nighting
all the wrongs he'sh committed
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his role as the miserly ol skinfyng
Who reforms overnight into
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and Doreen Boss.
adding Just the right
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John Gillilan,

d was amusing as
Bob Cratehit, father of Tiny Ty
And Dewi: Williams was char.

ming as Mr Fezziwly, Nis mime
peesentation o Fezziwig leaving
his office and travelling home by
carriage was perfectly tmed and

Director’s self-indulgence hurts ‘Carol’

Journal Reylow
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Humbug! to imitatiop
of A Christmas Carol

By Beuty Swimmings
Avsistont mutc and drama editor
Kanata Theatre's presentation of A
Chrisimas Carol is a pale Imitation of
the old Charles Dickens classic
1's 3 pity 100, because having 4
Christmas Carol as its production the
second week before Christmas was 10 lo-
gical and should have been a good lead.
in to the festive season
But Wednesday night's performance
at the Earl of March High School was
an uneven, frustrating experience.

Cues bungled, crew clumsy

The lighting cues were bungled, (he
buckstage crew was incredibly clumsy
and noisy, and the timing was painfully
slow. The production plodded alang like

[ atired horse and looked as if it Soulq
have uscd another week for rehearsals,

This was particularly annoying when |
know the Kanata Theatre company is
capable of much better work

Some of the blame can be placed on
Shaun Sutton’s adaptation of the Di-
ckens” story. [ is really not a good one.

The story of the miserly old Scrooge

[ and his relormation e ¢ kind-hearted
human being is well known.

But Sutton can't scem 1o make up his
mind whether he wants to make his ver-
sion 4 musical or a drama and the result
is & mishmash of songs, dances and dra-
ma_bordering on melodrama. A most
unlikely conglomeration,

Director Maurice Dubras didn't help
matters much cither because he allowed
the pace 1o drag by using loo many
Christmas carols. which didn't add 4
thing 10 the story, o ballet sequence just
before the spirils visit Scrooge which
was entirely unnecessary, and letting the
children in the play get almost complete-

| ly out of hand with their bits of business
8oing on much 100 long.

Waching a pillow fight or, several

small fry run around chasing eacy e,
while the adults look op helplenly i,
really not entertainment

It wasn't glf o disaster though. R,
Maslin's sets were, ay. yyyy, apt and

practical. (He used 4 seriey of gy ge

WIS Superb g,
Bentleman, My,

And Brenda Robj
Boss, as the wwo charitable lndics, gaye

Uheie small parts just the right degree o
dignity and humor nceded in the pojes
Scrooge not mean enough

As Scraoge, Laurence Thornion
squeezed every bit of meanness and erus.
tiness he could muster into his role, but
he still couldn't look s unpleasant a5
the miscrable old skinflint was supposed
to be. He was much more believable at
the end of the play as the magnanimous.
jovial reformed sinner bent on righing
all the wrongs he'd committed

A Christmas Carol is not one of Ka-
nata’s better efforts. It still necds 4 grea
deal of work—songs need shortening, the
Spiris” visits nced 10 be tightened up, (a(
the moment there is 100 much aimless
wandering about the stage) and the cast
necds to spend more time on their fines

1Us a pity Kanata dida't choose 1o do
the real story of Scrooge and leave the
musical version to someone else.

A Christmas Carol continyes a1 the
Earl of March High School tonight until
Saturday at 8 p.m., with 2 matinee on
Saturday afternoon.

nson and Doreen
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KNOW YOUR NEIGHBOUR

(This article appears by Courtesy of Computel Systems Ltd.)

by Connie Monk

“Bah, humbug!” These words
have been associated with people
who try to put a damper on the
Christmas spirit since the days
when Dickens first put them on
paper in the nineteenth century.
But, when you hear Lawrence
Thornton grumbling them as
Scrooge in the Kanata Theatre’s
upcoming production of “A
Christmas Carol”, make no
mistake: he is loving every minute
of it. Ever since his amateur debut
with the St. John the Evangelist
Players in Montreal as a young lad
of seven, acting has been one of the
passions of his life.

Lawrence was born in West-
mount, Quebec and received his
education at Westhill High School.
When he turned sixteen, he quit
school and, like so many others in
the thirties, began to look for a way
to contribute to the family income.

His first job was as an office boy
for Eatons, delivering mail
throughout the city. Later he
worked for Bepco Canada, a
company which imported major
electrical equipment.

Throughout these years,
Lawrence had two main interests:
Boy Scouts and acting. Lawrence
had been a Wolf Cub since he was
eight and had remained active in
scouting. At sixteen, he and some
pals went to the slums of St Henri
to run a cub pack there. Every
summer, he went to Scout camp in
the Laurentians.

His involvement in drama was
instigated by his  mother.
Originally from France, Mrs
Thornton had a natural talent for
drama, but had not been allowed
by her parents to go on the stage.
After her marriage, she joined an
amateur church group, the St John
the Evangelist Players. Naturally,
Lawrence and his sister were cast
in roles whenever they were
available.

In high school, Lawrence had
discovered Shakespeare, and at
sixteen, he went to study in the
Montreal  Repertory  Theatre
School, under the direction of
Eleanor Stewart. By this time, he
was seriously thinking of trying
professional theatre. He acted
whenever and wherever he could,
but the war broke out and, instead,
he joined the army.

After deciding to go into the
Royal Canadian Signals, he went to
England for Officer Training the
following  year. Lawrence
remembers vividly his passing out
parade, on D-Day.

Another significant event of the
time for Lawrence occurred while
visiting relatives in England. One
of their friends, Heather was
visiting at the same time. She was
a native of London and worked as a
radar operator. They started
dating and, six months later in
June of 1943, were married. The
war was still on, however, and for
the first three years of their
marriage, the Thorntons lived
apart, visiting on weekends and
seven day leaves, granted every
three months.

Lawrence was then transferred
to Northwest Europe for signal
security work. When the war en-
ded, he was still in Holland and
remained there until September.
By the end of November, he was
back in Canada, but Heather could
not join him until May 1946. She
had never been to Canada before,
but gamely crossed the Atlantic on
atanker with the other war brides
and took the train from Halifax to
Montreal to join her husband.

Lawrence was determined to
continue his education and enrolled

in Sir George Williarns College to
complete his junior matriculation.
After graduation, he and Heather
moved to Kingston where he at-
tended Queen’s University. It was
also at this time that he finally
relegated acting to a hobby, not a
profession. It was a risky business,
and now he had not only a wife, but
daughter Sandra to think of.

Lawrence enjoyed university
and, in his spare time, worked with
the COTC training officer cadets
(at the rank of Captain) and acting
with the Queen’s Drama Guild.

One of the big thrills that year for
Lawrence was being selected by
Robertson Davies' for a part in his
play “Fortune, My Foe". Another
boost came when he was asked by
the head of the English Depart-
ment to teach English to
Engineering Students. Lawrence
accepted the challenge, urging the
students to regard English as the
most practical course they would
take in their carcer. He theorized
that once the engineers were in the
field, they would have to sell their
concepts to non-technical people
and, in this way, a command of the
English language was essential.

The assignment was a success
and for a Ume, Lawrence con-
sidered leaching as a career. It
was 1951, however, and the job
situation most depressing.
Velerans were pouring out on the
job market and graduate schools
overaowded. PhD's were looking
for teaching jobs in high schools.

Lawrence began o toy with the
idea of returning to the army on a
full-tine basis. He decided that if
he could retain hus rank of Captain
(he had left the Army at the end of
the war a Lieutenant), he would
stay. Adminstration, however,
decided against this, claiming it
would be “'setting a precedent’’.

On the advice of a professor,
Lawrence next tried some com-
petitions for employment in the
civil service. He was hired as a
personnel selection officer with the
Civil  Service Commission in
Ottawa, commencing August 1952.

Due to the desperate housing
shortage at this time, Lawrence
journeyed to Ottawa alone to look
for accommodation. After three or
four weeks, in desperation, he put
an  advertisement in  the
newspaper. Two calls were
received, and the Thorntons moved
into a home on the Mountain Road.

Their new home was thirteen
miles out of the city and very
isolated in winter. The Thornton’s
eldest daughter, Sandra, attended
the local one-room school. Neil and
Kim, born the year before, stayed
home with Heather.

Lawrence enjoyed his new work
and decided to fill his spare time by
getting back into amateur theatre.
He was cast in the role of the father
in “Father of the Bride" with the
Ottawa Little Theatre. However,
the Civil Service Commission sent
him out on an assignment to

Regina for a month, forcing him to
give up the role. By this time, the
family (including Jennifer, born in
1954) was living in the Glebe. They
remained at home, while
Lawrence left for Regina.

He enjoyed this new experience
in the field. When a Regional
Director’'s  position  became
available in Halifax, Lawrence
applied. He was successful, and
became one of the first to make the
move from headquarters to the
field, instead of vice versa.

Lawrence was now Regional
Director for Nova Scotia and
Prince Edward Island. He loved
the work. It was challenging and
allowed him to travel regularly
throughout his territory. One of the
best parts of the job, according to
Lawrence, was the fact that “the
boss was 5,000 miles away."”

In 1961, another regional
directorship became available in
Edmonton. Again, Lawrence was
successful, and the family moved
west. His new Alberta territory
was stretched from Cardston, near
the American border, to the Arctic
Circle. The Thorntons liked
Edmonton except that it was
distant from other cities and, as
Lawrence describes it: *‘very cold
for a very long time in the winter.”

The Thorntons remained in
Edmonton for five years, until
Lawrence was asked by
headquarters to be the director of

personnel, finance and ad-
ministration for the Treasury
Board

Lawrence made the move back
to Ottawa in January of 1966,
leaving the family in Edmonton to
allow children to finish the school

year.

In May, Heather joined her
husband in Ottawa to search for a
home. By chance, they would up a
hectic tour of model homes in
Kanata, grabbing all the brochures
avallable. Lawrence had visited
the area once before, but had
dismissed it as “too rural” for
Heather.

This time, however, both were
very impressed, particularly with
Kanata's  spaciousness.  They
returned every day for a week, and
talked to colleagues of Lawrence's
who lived there. In July, the
Thorntons moved into 20 Kingsford
Crescent, one of the first families
on the block.

Heather soon became involved in
library work and, once again,
Lawrence found himself in
amateur theatre. The Thornton
children had discovered an in-
teresting advertisement in the then
mimeographed Kanata Standard
and brought it to their father's
attention. The ad had been placed
by Mary Mauger and invited
anyone interested in drama to
meet for a play reading at her
house. Lawrence soon became a
regular.

At first, the group consisted of
only twelve to eighteen members.
The first spring, they put on two
one-act plays, one of which was
directed by Lawrence. The second
season, it was three one-act plays
and the next year they presented a
three-act production.

Asked whether he prefers acting
to directing, Lawrence pauses
momentarily. Always up for a
challenge, he regards directing as
a lot of hard work, but very in-
teresting. Acting has been part of
his life for a long tirne, however,
and be concludes: “I'm happy on
stage. I thoroughly enjoy itand I'm
keen to get out on stage."”

With the rising popularity of the
Kanata Theatre, the CBC and the

papers always send critics

out. How does Lawrence feel about
them? He is annoyed when reviews
of the same play on the same night
differ greatly, but admits that one
inevitably rushes out to read them.

Lawrence now works with
Consumer and Corporate Affairs
as Senior Personnel Advisor (he
has been with them for eight
years) and enjoys it. The family is
all out on their own now and, last
year, Heather and Lawrence
decided to look for a one-storey
home. They learned that the
owners of a home they admired on
Leacock Drive were looking for a
bigger home just like the Thorn-
ton’s. On November 20, 1976, the
two families swapped homes.

Fortunately for the community
(particularly the library and the
Kanata Theatre), the Thorntons
plan to stay in Kanata. When asked
if he has ever regretted not going
into  professional  theatre,
Lawrence does not hesitate for a
moment. It is one of his first loves,
but will always be just a hobby.
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