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Kanata Theatre .
Final production is a

Kanata Theatre will present
Peter Shaffers dowble bill #lack
Comedy/ White Lars as ts final
production for the 1981-¥4
season

Dirceted by Liane Freedman
and Brooke Kenelord, the two
plavs will be performed May 9-
12 at the Farl of Mareh high
school

The plays are baal on the
theme of “tneks™ Do Black
Comedy, the Tights are used
revense (o illimnate the stum-
Bhing actors 0 their comedy

Kanata Theatre

about a young sculptor. Mem-
bers of the cast inchude Geoll
Molland, Jenny Hayes, Anne
Holland, Nen Tolley, Jim Rit-
chie, Bran MeCullough,
Margaret Anthony and 1w
rence Thornton

White Liars s a drama about
an agang forune teller who's vie-
tmized by her young chient The
members of the cast for this play
are Rosemary Kenelord, Philip
Tawless, Martin Haynes and
Tony Beak

Ihe producer for Black

Season finale a winner

by Kathy Sandford

The Kanata Theatre premic-
ved ity last play of the 1983-84
easonon - Wednesdiymight,
May 9 Wiute Liars and Black
Comedy, two one act plays wiit-
ten by Paul Shatter and directed
by Brooke Kenelord and Liane
Freedman,

Both plays deal with the same
theme, trckery and hies, but
from very  dilferent angles.
Write Lars i the story of an old
tortune teller. who comes to the
realization that her life of hies has
dinven away all those she loves
While all the performances were
good, there can be no doubt tht
Ruosemary Kenetord as Sophie,
aka the Baroness |emberg
dominated the play

A the seene opens. we see the
Baroness playing solitaire, una-
ble (o divine what the next card
will be. “Please make the net
Card 4 two” shie prass. From this
comic beginning.  Rosemary
Kenelord takes us slowly into
the heart of Sophic as a real
human being. The exaggerated
gestures ot the Baroness and
lake German accent stand i
marked contrast o Sophic’s

I3

final monologue. This hrings the
character to lfe.

Philip Lawles and Martin

aynes both ten in solid, belic-
vable performances as the two
voung men who lead Sophic on
her journey of discovery, s does
s the Baronew's ofl-
Vasse The hinal
-rounded, moving

Black Comedv, on the other
hand, 1s probably ane of the (un-
niest plays to come around in
long time Al the humour of the
play hinges on one delghtful
comic twist - when the ightsarc
on, the characters think they are
i the darkand visa versa,

All the performances were
good. with a great amount of
tumbling and bumbling The
best part of this play. however,
way the interaction between the
performers. When the actars are
having that good a time on stage,
i impossible for the audicnce
not to join 1n

Brooke Keneford and Liane
Freedman did a good job with
the direction of hath plays

An excellent end ta another
great season

‘tricky’ one

Comedy/ White Luars s Dot
thy Beak

Good seats are stll avalable
for all performances For tiekets
or further nformation, call the
Kanatn Iheane hox office at

Kanata players improve on second try

By Steve Mazey
+ Cllizan statt wriler

The good thing about a
theatrical double bill is
that if the first play is not
very well done, at least
the company has a second
chance to win you over.

Such is the case with
the Kanata Theatre's
presentation of two Peter
Shaffer one-act plays, The
White Liars and Black
Comedy.

The company did a less
than memorable job with
the former, a four-charac-

| ter drama about people
trapped in their self delu-
sions, but did a much bet-
ter, if not great, job with
Black Comedy, a farce.

The White Liars is set
in Baroness Lemberg's
Fortune Teller parlor, a
faded room in a run-down

Theatre review

Kanata Theatre. The

p.m. nightly through
aturday
—————
resort in England.

The Baroness tells the
two men she mects that
she has fallen from a once
aristocratic past, and the
men tell her about their
lives end their problems.
Gradually, we learn that
cach of the characters has
been living in his own
fantasy world, that noth-
ing we have been led to
believe is true.

This could have
resulted in a gripping
short play — Shaffer, au-
thor of Eguus and
Amadeus, is known for

his concern with the ritu-
als and masks we build in
our lives — but here it
does not quite succeed.

As the Baroness, Rose-
mary Keneford is believa-
ble, and she projects her
voice well.

Unfortunately, the same
cannot be said of Martin
Haynes and Philip Law-
less, who play the two
men.

Their voices often drift
away, and much of what
they say is lost.

They could also use
some work on their Brit-
ish accents — they were
rarely convincing.

The same can be said
of Black Comedy, a farce
set in a London apart-
ment during a power
blackout. Directors
Brooke Kencford and

Liane Freedman never ex-
plain why Colonel Mel-
kett, the ary father of
the protagonist’s very
British fiancee, sounds
more as if he was (rom an
Ottawa suburb than a
London one.

The play does have sev-
eral good moments,

The actors' timing,
which needs to be razor-

.sharp to make good farce,

is quite good.

And Annc Holland as
the timid Miss Furnival
and Jim Ritchie as the ef-
feminate neighbor arc
both effective.

The Kanata Theatre
has produced an uneven
combination of plays, but
the amateur cast can be
congratulated for the
many good moments they
have managed to offer.

- 12 at the Earl of March
In rehearsal for Kanaia Theatre's Dlack Comedy, to be presented May 9 - 1
Secondary School are (I to r) Ben Tolley, Geoffrey Holland and Jenny Huynes. F""“""','hf.'a"\ff'.f';‘.'f.
see puge 9. ———
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) PRODUCTION STAFF

BLpCHS
Co s O
B NS
l

PETER SHAFTER

. fhe White Liars )
CAST LIGHTING

WARDRORE

" MAKE UP

waide FREGIL o he B¢
PUBLICITY
Black (omedy PUBLICITY PHOTOGRAPHS
CAST FRONT OF HOUSE

GEOFFREY HOLLAND PROGRAMME
JENNY HAYNES BOX OFFICE
ANNE HOLLAND
BEN TOLLEY BAR
JIM RITCHIE
BRIAN McCULLOUGH
MARGARET ANTHONY = —
LAURENCE THORNTON ‘
PO T i | CAMERAS AND RECORDING EQUIPMENT ARE NOT ALLOWED
IN THE THEATRE
There will be one intermission duning which the bar will be open l* — e
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